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SUBJECT: SOVIET TREATMENT OF MIG-DEFECTOR INCIDENT 

1 . SUMMARY: IN A FURTHER QUANTUM LEAP IN VERBAL OVERKILL, THE 
SOVIETS STAGED AN AMAZING PRESS CONFERENCE AT NOON ON SEPTEMBER 28, 
FEATURING LT. BELENKO'S WIFE AND MOTHER (BOTH NAMED LUYDMILA). 

TASS ALSO CARRIED THE TEXT OF THE SECOND SOVIET GOVERNMENT STATE- 
MENT TO JAPAN ON THE INCIDENT, WHICH WAS HANDED OVER ON SEPTEMBER 
22. END SUMMARY. 

2. ASSUME DEPARTMENT AND TOKYO HAVE TEXTS OF MAIN ITEMS IN VOLUM- 
INOUS TASS OUTPUT ON PRESS CONFERENCE, W WHICH WAS ATTENDED BY VIR 
TUALT.Y ALL OF THE RESIDENT FOREIGN PRESS CORPS. KEY POINTS IN OUR 
READING ARE FOLLOWING: 

-THE STATEMENT BY BELENKO’S WIFE THAT SHE HAD BEEN 
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WILL BE FORGIVEN, EVEN IF YOU HAVE MADE A MISTAKE." SHE 
REITERATED THIS POINT IN THE QUESTION/ANSWER PORTION OF THE 
MEETING AND WAS BACKED UP BY MFA REPRESENTATIVE LEV KRYLOV. 
-LETTER FROM BOTH MOTHER AND WIFE APPEALING TO PRES- 
IDENT FORD AS "FATHER OF A FAMILY" TO "ORDER AN INVESTIGATION" 

AND TO "RETURN BELENKO TO HIS FAMILY." THEY APPEAL TO THE 
PRESIDENT'S "HUMANENESS AND WISDOM." 

-MAUDLIN LETTER FROM BELENKO'S WIFE DESCRIBING IDYLLIC 
LAST DAY TOGETHER AND INVOKING SORROW OF YOUNG SON TO ASK 
BELENKO TO RETURN. 

-THE SOVIET GOVERNMENT STATEMENT, WHICH WAS GIVEN TO 
JAPANESE ON SEPTEMBER 22 IT LARGELY ECHOES THE EARLIER 
KSEPT 9) SOVIET STATEMENT, BUT IS HARSHER ON THE JAPANESE FOR 
REFUSING TO RETURN THE PLANE AND FOR ALLOWING "REPRESENTATIVES OF 
THIRD COUNTRIES" TO TAKE PART IN THE INVESTIGATION. IT ACCUSES 
THE JAPANESE OF "ARBITRARY AND LAWLESS ACTION," WHICH IS 
"UNFRIENDLY TO THE SOVIET UNION" AND CONCLUDES WITH A TOUGH 
WARNING AGAINST THOSE IN JAPAN WHO WOULD 
FOLLOW A COURSE OF "HOSTILITY" TOWARD THE USSR. 

3. IN A RELATED DEVELOPMENT, THE SOVIET- JAPANESE FRIENDSHIP 
SOCIETY DELIVERED A MESSAGE TO THE JAPANESE EMBASSY THIS 
MORNING (SEPTEMBER 28) CALLING FOR THE RETURN OF THE PLANE 
AND CLAIMING THAT THE ACTIONS OF THE JAPANESE THREATENED 
TO DAMAGE BILATERAL RELATIONS. THE MESSAGE WAS ACCEPTED BY 
THE NEW JAPANESE DCM, MATSUBARA. 

4. COMMENT: THE PRESS CONFERENCE APPEALS FOR BELENKO TO 
RETURN, COUPLED WITH FURTHER VERBAL BELIGERANCY TOWARD 
JAPAN, REVEAL THE ACUTE AND CONTINUING SOVIET EMBARRASSMENT 
OVER THE INCIDENT AND ITS AFTERMATH. IF BY SOME MEASURE- 
EVEN A VIRTUAL PROMISE OF AMNESTY-THE SOVIETS COULD LURE 
BELENKO BACK, THEY MIGHT BELIEVE THAT THEY COULD DISSUADE 
OTHER POSSIBLE DEFECTORS. THERE IS NO INDICATION YET 

OF HOW THE PRESS CONFERENCE OR THE RECENT GOVERNMENT STATE- 
MENT WILL BE HANDLED IN THE SOVIET DOMESTIC MEDIA. 

MATLOCK 
UNQTE: KISSINGER 
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